The   Romantic             181
power standard.  If I have a lover am I entitled tc
say 'we'?"
"The 'we' would be a matter of taste."
"In fact you think that one should say 'we'?"
"I1 was not aware of having said that."
"We are never aware of having said anything until
we are misquoted/'
Cuthbert put down his bedroom slippers noisily.
In the bathroom he brushed his teeth noisily. His
sister was undoubtedly represented by noise. Even
the tap, tweaked by exasperation, gave a certain hiss
to the water.
Going into his wife's bedroom, he found himself
banging the door.
"Forgive me, I am afraid I banged the door."
"Did you?"
She smiled at him from her dressing-table.
"Lisa, why don't you tell me that I am irritable?"
"Do you want to know that you are irritable?"
"I suppose not.   But that is not the point."
"Isn't it?"